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COMMUNITY SERVICE LAW AWARDS 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.39 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house of the 2020 winners 
of the Attorney General’s Community Service Law Awards. These awards recognise the work of those who have 
provided outstanding legal assistance to marginalised and vulnerable members of the Western Australian community. 
This year I introduced a new award to recognise the pro bono work of legal firms. This complements new pro bono 
requirements that now apply to all law firms undertaking legal services for the state government. There were two 
winners in this category. Estrin Saul Lawyers has been recognised for its response to an unprecedented need for 
immigration assistance for asylum seekers and refugees, as well as in the health and disability sectors. The other 
winner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth, has provided pro bono legal services to disadvantaged people, including 
Aboriginal people and those struggling to obtain justice due to issues like homelessness, severe poverty, mental 
illness, disability and marginalisation. 
The not-for-profit award was also jointly won by the Consumer Credit Legal Service (WA) and the Citizens Advice 
Bureau of WA. The Consumer Credit Legal Service specialises in banking, finance and consumer law, with the 
aim of strengthening the consumer voice and educating people about their financial rights and responsibilities. The 
Citizens Advice Bureau of WA provides information and referral, low-cost legal advice and mediation by partnering 
with other organisations to help those who need it most. Free tax help, criminal injuries compensation and the 
WA no-interest loan scheme are some of the areas in which this organisation works. 
The individual award went to Julia Johnston, a highly regarded independent children’s lawyer who has acted for 
the most vulnerable and at-risk children in the state for 40 years. She has handled thousands of cases, sometimes at 
significant personal risk, and provided invaluable advice to not-for-profit groups. 
I congratulate all the winners and thank them for providing their skills, knowledge and experience to those who 
otherwise may not be able to access these legal services. 
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